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Brief History of the Charter
for the

City of Vassar

On September 28, 1944 the voters of the Village of Vassar
elected to become a city and on that date, named a charter com-
mission whose sole purpose was the drafting of a proposed charter.

Members of the Charter Commission were qualified citizens of
Vassar as follows:

ARTHUR WATERHOUSE, HARRY ROWLAND
Chairman DR. WARD FREELAND

LEMUEL LEE, KENNETH PRIESTLEY
Vice Chairman FLOYD WATERMAN

MARGRET Y. WILLIS, LEWIS WALTON
Secretary. C. J. DEEDRICK

On January 25, 1945 copies of the proposed charter were placed
in the hands of every voter within the boundary of the City of
Vassar.

On February 19, 1945 the voters again went to the polls and
accepted the following charter for the City of Vassar.

The total number of votes cast were 409 of which 238 were in
favor of the new charter and 169 were negative votes.
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PREAMBLE

To the end that the inhabitants of the City of Vassar may live
well through the effectual maintenance of public peace, health, and
morals, and the efficient achievement of those public services, acti~
vities, and enterprises which reflect intelligent opinion as to the
needs of the public welfare, the electors of the City of Vassar in
the County of Tuscola and State of Michigan, pursuant to the au-
thority granted them by the constitution and general laws of said
State, hereby establish this Charter of the City of Vassar.

CHAPTER 1
BOUNDARIES AND SUBDIVISIONS OF THE CITY
Boundaries:

Section 1.1. The following described territory, together with all
territories that may hereafter be annexed thereto, shall be and re-
main a body corporate under the official name and title of “City of
Vassar,” and shall be subject to the municipal control of said city:

The East half of Section 12 in Township 11 North, of Range 7
East; also the entire Fractional Section 7, and the North half of the
North half of Fractional Section 18, all in Township 11 North, of
Range 8 East, being in the Township of Vassar, in the County of
Tuscola.

Ward: .
Section 1.2. The City of Vassar shall consist of one (1) ward.

CHAPTER 2
GENERAIL MUNICIPAL POWERS !
Powers of the City:

Section 2.1. Unless otherwise provided or limited in this charter,
the City of Vassar and its officers shall be vested with any and all
powers, privileges, and immunities, expressed and implied, which
cities and their officers are, or hereafter may be, permitted to exer-
cise or to provide for in their charters under the constitution and
laws of the State of Michigan, and of the United States of America,
including all the powers, privileges, and immunities which cities are
permitted to, or may, provide in their charters by Act No. 279 of the
Public Acts of 1909, as amended, as fully and completely as though
those powers, privileges, and immunities were specifically enumer-
ated in and provided for in this charter, and in no case shall any
numeration of particular powers, privileges, or immunities in this
charter be held to be exclusive. The city and its officers shall have
power to exercise all municipal powers in the management and con-
trol of municipal property and in the administration of the municipal
government, whether such powers be expressly enumerated or not;
to do any act to advance the interests of the city, the good govern-
ment and prosperity of the municipality and its inhabitants, and
through its regularly constituted authority, to pass and enforce all
laws, ordinances, and resolutions relating to its municipal concerns,
subject to the constitution and general laws of the state and the
provisions of this charter.

Exercise of Powers:

Section 2.2, Where no procedure is set forth in this charter for
the exercise of any power granted to or possessed by the city and
its officers, resort may be had to any procedure set forth in any
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_statute of the State of Michigan which has passed for the govern-
ment of cities or townships, or in any other statute of the State of
Michigan. If alternate procedures are to be found in different
. statutes, then the Council shall select that procedure which it deems
to be most expeditious and to the best advantage of the city and
4ts inhabitants. Where no procedure for the exercise of any power
.of the city is set forth, either in this charter or in any statute of
the State of Michigan, the Council may prescribe by ordinance a
-reasonable procedure for the exercise thereof.
~Continuation of Rights and Liabilities:

Section 2.3. The adoption of this charter shall not be regarded
-as discharging, impairing, or limiting any right vested in or liability
~of the Village of Vassar at the time of the adoption of this charter.

All licenses, contracts, and franchises granted by the Village of
“Vassar and in force when this charter becomes law, shall remain in
#full force and effect until the time for which they were respectively
-granted has expired, or until any such licenses or franchises may
“have been taken over by the city by purchase, condemnation, grant,
-or otherwise.

CHAPTER 8
GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION -

“Division of Powers of Government:

Section 3.1. All of the powers of municipal government possessed
by the city are hereby divided into three (3) general divisions, i.e.,
| legislative or policy forming, administrative, and judicial. No person
.or body belonging to or being a part of one (1) such division shall
«exercise powers imposed by this charter upon or properly belonging
to another. It shall be the duty of every officer of the city to pre-
.gerve the three (3) divisions of the city government distinct and
»separate.

- City Governing Body:

Section 3.2. All legislative or policy forming powers of the city
.shall be vested in, exercised, and determined by a Council of five
.(5) members, who shall be designated and known as Councilmen. In
-all cases where the word “Council” is used in this charter, the same
-shall mean and shall be synonymous with the terms “commission,”

“common council,” “board of aldermen,” ‘governing body,” or ‘legis-
“lative body,” or any other synonymous term, as the same may be
rused in any state or Federal law in referring to legislative or gov-
erning bodies of cities.
“Terms of Office:

Section 3.3. At each regular city election there shall be elected
‘from the city at large three (3) Councilmen, the two (2) receiving
-the highest number of votes shall hold office for two (2) years
and the one (1) who shall receive the third highest number of votes
-shall hold office for one (1) year. The terms of office of Council-
-men shall commence on and date from the Monday next following
the date of the regular city election at which they are elected.

. Judge of Qualification of Members:

Section 3.4. The Council shall be the judge of the eligibility and
«qualification of its own members, subject only to review by the
eourts. c
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Remuneration of Members of the Council:

Section 3.5. The members of the Council shall receive the sum
of thirty-six (36) dollars per annum to be paid annually, as re-
muneration for their services to the city. Such sum shall constitute
the only salary or remuneration which may be paid to members of
the Council for services rendered by them to or on behalf of the
city during the term of office for which they are elected. Upon
authorization of the Council, reasonable expenses may be allowed to
its members when actually incurred on behalf of the city outside of
its corporate limits.

Selection of Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem:

Section 3.6. The Council shall, at its first regular meeting fol-
lowing each regular biennial city election, select one (1) of its mem-
bers to serve as Mayor and one (1) to serve as Mayor Pro Tem.
The Mayor Pro Tem, shall perform the duties of the Mayor when,
on account of absence from the city, disability, or otherwise, the
Mayor is temporarily unable to perform the duties of his office, and
in case of vacancy in the office of Mayor, until such vacancy is
filled by the Council. The Mayor Pro Tem. shall preside over the
meetings of the Council at the call of the Mayor. In the event of a
vacancy occurring in the office of Mayor or Mayor Pro Tem., the
Council shall appoint one of its elected members to fill such vacancy.
Duties of Mayor:

Section 3.7. (a) Insofar as required by law, and for all cere-
monial purposes, the Mayor shall be recognized as the executive head
of the city. He shall have an equal voice and vote in the proceedings
of the Council, but shall have no veto power.

(b) He shall be a conservator of the peace, and may exercise
within the city the powers conferred upon sheriffs to suppress dis-
order, and shall have the power to command the assistance of all
able-bodied citizens to aid in the enforcement of the ordinances of
the city, and to suppress riot and disorderly conduct.

(c) He shall authenticate by his signature such instruments as
the Council, this charter, or the laws of the State of Michigan or of
the United States shall require, Y
City Manager:

Section 3.8. All administrative powers and functions of the city
shall be vested in the City Manager. He shall be elected by the
Council on the basis of training and ability in the field of engineer-
ing or such other experience, not less than four (4) years in dura-
tion, in work which would qualify him for the position of City
Manager, without regard to his political or religious preferences.
He need not be a resident of the city at the time of his appointment
but shall, unless excused by the Council, become a resident of the
city within ninety (90) days after his appointment and so remain
throughout his tenure of office. The Council shall designate a quali-
fied person to perform the duties of City Manager during a vacancy
in the office. No person who holds or has held any elective city
office shall be eligible for appointment as City Manager or acting
City Manager, nor shall any such person perform the duties of the
City Manager during a vacancy in that office, until two (2) years
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have elapsed following the expiration of the term for which he was
elected.

Functions of the City Manager:

Section 3.9. The functions of the City Manager shall be:

(a) To appoint the Treasurer, Assessor, Health Officer, Chief
of Police, Fire Chief, and such other administrative officers as shall
require appointment under the ordinances or resolutions of the Coun-~
cil, and, subject to the approval of the Council, the Clerk and City
Attorney;

(b) To see that all laws and ordinances are enforced;

(c) To manage and supervise all public improvements, works,
and undertakings of the city;

(d) To have charge of the construction, repair, maintenance,
lighting, and cleaning of streets, sidewalks, bridges, pavements,
sewers, and of all public buildings or other property belonging to
the city;

(e) To manage and supervise all city utilities;

(f) To be responsible for the preservation of property, tools, and
appliances of the city;

(g) To see that all terms and conditions imposed in favor of
the city or its inhabitants in any public utility franchise, or in any
contract, are faithfully kept and performed.

(h) To attend all meetings of the Council, with the right to
take part in discussions, but without the right to vote;

(i) To prepare and administer the annual budget under policies
formulated by the Council and keep the Council fully advised at all
times as to the financial condition and needs of the city;

(i) To recommend to the Council for adoption such measures as
he may deem necessary or expedient;

(k) To be responsible to the Council for the efficient adminis-
tration of all functions of the city government;

(1) To act as the Purchasing Agent for the city and its boards
or departments, with authority to purchase any materials, supplies,

‘or equipment for which funds are provided in the budget and in all
other cases subject to purchasing procedures established by the
Council;

(m) To prepare an annual report of the city’s business and make
the same available to the public in such form as will disclose per-
tinent facts concerning the activities and finances of the city govern-
ment;

(n) To conduct all sales of personal property which the Council
may authorize to be sold;

(0) To perform such other duties as may be prescribed by this
charter or required of him by ordinances or by direction of the
Council, or which are not assigned to some other official in con-
formity with the provisions of this charter.

Other Administrative Offices:

Section 3.10. There shall be, within the administrative service of
the city, a Clerk, a Treasurer, a Health Officer, an Assessor, a
Chief of Police, and a Fire Chief, each of whom shall be appointed
by and serve at the pleasure of the City Manager, except that the
Clerk shall be appointed by the City Manager subject to the appro-
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val of the Council. The Council may, by resolution upon the recom-
mendation of the City Manager, create such additional administra-
tive offices, or combine any administrative offices in any manner
not inconsistent with state law, and prescribe the duties thereof as
it may deem necessary for the proper operation of the city govern-
ment. No creation of any administrative office, or combination
thereof one with another, shall abolish the office of City Manager
nor diminish any of the duties or responsibilities of that office as set
forth in this charter. The compensation of all such administrative
officers shall be fixed by the City Manager in accordance with
budget appropriations.

Duties of Administrative Officers:

Section 3.11. All appointive officers of the city shall perform
such duties as are provided for such officers by state law, this char-
ter, the city ordinances, and the administrative directives of the
City Manager. The Clerk shall be the chief accountant and auditor
of the city and shall maintain a system of accounts which shall
conform to such uniform system as may be required by state law.
All such administrative officers shall be responsible to the City
Manager in and for the performance of the duties of their several
offices.

City Officers and Emplgyee Benefits:

Section 3.12. The Council may provide, by ordinance, for a merit
system of personnel management for employees in the service of the
city, for the pensioning of its appointive officers and its employees,
and for making available to its appointive officers and employees
any recognized standard plan of group life, hospital, health, or acci-
dent insurance.

Justice of the Peace:

Section 3.13. The powers and duties of the judicial division of
the city government shall be vested in the Justice of the Peace and
an Associate Justice of the Peace. Each of the said Justices of the
Peace shall hold office for terms of four (4) years from the fourth
(4th) of July next following the city election at which he was elect-
ed. One of said Justices of the Peace shall be elected at each regu-
lar city election held in odd numbered years and the Justice of the
Peace (not associate) shall be elected in each such city election
held in each year following the even numbered year which is divis-
ible by four (4). The bond of the Justices of the Peace shall be that
required by justices of the peace in townships. In all cases where
the term Justice of the Peace is used in this charter, the same
shall apply to and indicate the Associate Justice of the Peace, unless
the contrary is indicated. In all his official acts and in all court
proceedings, the Associate Justice of the Peace shall be designated
as “Justice of the Peace,” the word “Associate’” being herein used
to distinguish between the Justice of the Peace required to devote
full time, and the one required to devote partial time to the duties
of his office. The Associate Justice of the Peace shall perform the
duties of the Justice of the Peace and have jurisdiction only upon
the call of the Justice of the Peace, in the event that the Justice
of the Peace is disqualified to act, and in the absence or disability
of the Justice of the Peace.
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The Justice of the Peace shall possess the same qualifications
as are prescribed in this charter for elective officers.

Except as otherwise provided in this charter, said Justice of the
Peace shall have and exercise the same jurisdiction and powers in
all civil and criminal matters, causes, suits, and proceedings, and
shall perform the same duties in all respects, so far as occasion may
require, and shall be subject to all the regulations and restrictions
as are or may be conferred upon or required of justices of the peace
under the general laws of the state.

Such Justices of the Peace shall also have:

(a) Authority to hear, try, and determine all suits and prose-
cutions for the recovery and enforcing of fines, penalties, and for-
feitures imposed by this charter and the ordinances of the city, and
to punish offenders for the violation of such charter and ordinances,
as, in such charter and ordinances, is prescribed and directed;

(b) Concurrent jurisdiction to the amount of five hundred dol-
lars ($500) in all civil matters ex contractu and ex delicto, with such
exceptions and restrictions as are or may be provided by state law;

(c) The same power and authority as the circuit courts of the
state possess to set aside, upon legal cause shown therefor, the ver-
dict or judgment in any civil cause, and grant a new trial therein,
whenever a motion in writing is made and filed with the Justice
within five (5) days after the rendition of the verdict or judgment
in said case, which motion shall briefly and plainly set forth the
reasons and grounds upon which it is made and shall be supported
by an affidavit or affidavits setting forth the facts relied upon and
filed at the time of filing of said motion, and a notice of the hearing
of such motion with a copy of the motion and affidavits filed as
aforesaid, shall be served upon the adverse party or his attorney at
least two (2) days before the hearing thereof; such motion shall be
determined within two (2) days after the same shall have been
heard and submitted and such motion shall be submitted and heard
within one week after the same shall have been filed; the time for
taking an appeal from judgment in case motion be not granted
shall begin to run from the time when such motion shall be over-
ruled; in no case shall the pendency of such motion stay the issuing
and levy of an execution in such case, but in case of levy under
execution pending such motion, no sale of the praperty so levied on
shall be advertised or made until the final determination of such
motion;

(d) Such additional powers and authorities as may be conferred
Jpon city justices of the peace by state law, being the intent of this
lection that the Justices of the Peace in the City of Vassar shall
have and exercise all powers and authority which such justices in
cities may now or hereafter be permitted to exercise under state
law, under this charter, or ordinances of the city.

The only compensation of such Justice of the Peace shall be the
usual fees of that office, as provided by the general laws of the
state. Each Justice of the Peace shall make an itemized monthly
report to the Council of all the fees collected in all proceedings be-
fore his court; and shall pay into the city treasury all moneys be-
longing to the city which shall have been received for or on account
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of violations of any provisions of this charter or ordinances of the
city forthwith upon receipt thereof. Any Justice failing to make such
report within sixty (60) days shall forfeit his office, and the Coun-
cil shall appoint a Justice to fill the vacancy until the next regular
city election.

Constable:

Section 3.14. One (1) Constable shall be elected at each regular
city election for a term of one (1) year commencing on and dating
from the Monday next following the date of the election at which
he is elected to office. Such Constable shall have like powers and
authorities in matters in civil and criminal nature and in relation
to the service of process, civil and criminal, as are conferred by
law on constables in townships. He shall have power also to serve
all processes issued for breaches of ordinances of the city. The only
compensation of the Constable shall be the usual fees of that office.
The bond of the Constable shall be that required of constables in
townships.

The Council may from time to time appoint any police officer
or officers as additional Constables or to fill any vacancy which may
occur in the office of Constable.

Vacancy in the Office of Justice of the Peace or Constable:

Section 3.15. Wherever a vacancy shall occur in the office of
Justice of the Peace or Constable by reason of death, resignation,
removal or otherwise, except by reason of recall, the Council shall
fill such vacancy until the next regular city election.

City Representation on Board of Supervisors:

Section 3.16. Until such time that the City of Vassar shall be
entitled to an additional number of representatives upon the Board
of Supervisors of the County of Tuscola, by reason of an increase
of pupolation or otherwise, under the laws of the state, the city
shall be entitled to two (2) representatives upon such board. Such
two (2) representatives of the city upon the Board of Supervisors of
the County of Tuscola shall be comprised of the Assessor and one
(1) elector of the city to be appointed by the Council. In case of
the necessary absence or the temporary inability of any city member
of the Board of Supervisors to serve'or perform the duties of his
office at any given session of the Board or part thereof, the Mayor
shall appoint one of the administrative officers of the city or any
other qualified person to serve during such absence or inability and
shall certify such appointment to the County Clerk. In the gvent
that the city may be entitled to additional representatives upon such
Board of Supervisors by reason of a population increase, or other-
wise, as provided by state law, the Council shall appoint some elec-
tor or electors of the city to serve as the supervisor or supervisors
to which the city is so entitled. Supervisors appointed by the Coun-
cil shall serve in such capacity at the pleasure of the Council. All
Supervisors of the city shall be entitled to retain any compensation
and mileage paid to them by the county as members of the Board

of Supervisors. CHAPTER 1
ELECTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS
Eligibility for Office in City:
Section 4.1. No person shall be elected or appointed to any office
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who is in default to the city. The election or appointment of any
such defaulter shall be void. No person shall be eligible to any office
of the city, other than that of City Manager and City Attorney,
unless he shall be an elector in the city, and shall have been a
resident of the city for at least two (2) years immediately prior
to the date of his appointment to office or of the election at which
he is a candidate for office.

Vacancies in Offices:

Section 4.2. Every city office shall become vacant upon the
happening of any of the following events before the expiration of
the term of such office.

(a) For any reason specified by state law as grounds for creat-

ing a vacancy;

(b) If the officer of the city shall absent himself continuously
from the city for more than sixty (60) days without the
permission of the Council;

(c) In the case of the Mayor and members of the Council, where
such officer shall miss three (3) consecutive regular meet-
ings of the Council, or twenty-five (25) per cent of such
meetings in any fiscal year of the city, unless such absences
shall in each case be excused by the Council and the reason
therefor entered in the proceedings of the Council;

(d) If the officer shall be convicted of any act constituting mis-
conduct in office under the provisions of this charter.

Resignations: a

Section 4.3. Resignations of elected officers and of the City
Manager shall be made in writing and filed with the Clerk and shall
be acted upon by the Council at its next regular meeting following
receipt thereof by the Clerk. Resignations of appointive officers,
other than City Manager, shall be made in writing to the City
Manager, and shall be immediately acted upon by him.

Filling Vacancies:

Section 4.4. If a vacancy occurs in any elected office, the Coun-
eil shall, within thirty (30) days after such vacancy occurs, appoint
8 person who possesses the qualifications required of holders of the
ffice in which the vacancy exists to fill such vacancy until the
Monday next following the next regular city election, at which elec-
tion the vacancy shall be filled by election for the balance of the
term of the person whose office is so filled.

If a vacancy occurs in any appointive office, other than that of
City Manager, the City Manager shall, within thirty (30) days
thereafter, appoint a qualified person to fill such vacancy in the
manner required for making the original appointment.

Term of Office Cannot be Shortened or Extended:

Section 4.5. Except by procedures provided in this charter, the
terms of the elected officials of the city and of officers of the city
appointed for a definite term shall not be shortened. The terms of
officers of the city may not be extended beyond the period for which
any such officer was elected or appointed except that an elected
officer of the city shall, after his term has expired, continue to hold
office until his successor is elected and has qualified.



CHARTER OF THE CITY OF VASSAR, MICHIGAN 9

Increase or Decrease of Compensation:

Section 4.6. The Council shall not grant or authorize extra com-
pensation to any city officer, elected or appointive, or to any em-
ployee, agent or contractor, after the service has been rendered or
the contract ‘entered into. Nor shall the salary of any city officer,
elected or appointed, be increased or decreased after his election or
appointment during any fixed term of office for which he was
elected or appointed.

Qath and Bond of Office:

Section 4.7. Every officer, elected or appointed, before entering
upon the duties of his office, shall take the oath of office prescribed
by Section 2 of Article XVI of the Constitution of the State and
shall file the same with the Clerk, together with any bond which
he may be required by this charter or by the Council to give. The
oath and bond of the Clerk shall be filed with and kept by the
Treasurer. In case of failure to comply with the provisions of this
section within ten (10) days from the date of his election or ap-
pointment, such officer shall be deemed to have declined the office
and such office shall thereupon become vaczant unless the Council
shall, by resolution, extend the time in which such officer may qual-
ify as above set forth.

Qualifications of Electors:

Section 4.8. Each person who has the constitutional qualifica-
tions of an elector in the State of Michigan, or who will have such
qualifications at the next ensuing regular or special city election,
shall be entitled to register as an electar of the City of Vassar in
the voting district in which he resides.

Election Procedure:

Section 4.9. The general election laws of the state shall apply
to and control, as near as may be, all procedures relating to regis-
tration and city elections, except as such general laws relate to poli-
tical parties or partisan procedure, or require more than one (1)
publication of notice, and except as otherwise provided by this char-
ter.

Regular City Elections:

Section 4.10. A non-partisan regular city election shall be held
on the first Monday in April in each year.
Special Elections:

Section 4.11.Special city elections shall be held when called by
resolution of the Council at least thirty (30) days in advance of
such election, or when required by this charter or the general laws
of the state. Any resolution calling a special election shall set forth
the purpose of such election. No more than two (2) special city elec-
tions shall be held in any one calendar year.

Election Precincts:
Section 4.12. The Council shall, by ordinance, establish con-

venient election precincts which shall comply with the provisions
of state law. ;

Election Commission: :

Section 4.13. An election commission is hereby created, consist-
ing of the Clerk, Mayor, and the Justice of the Peace. The Clerk
shall be the chairman. The commission shall have charge of all
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activities and duties required of it by state law and this charter
relating to the conduct of elections in the city. The compensation
of election personnel shall be determined in advance by the Council.
In any case where election procedure is in doubt, the election coms-
mission shall prescribe the procedure to be followed. When a city
election is held on the same day as a national, state, or county elec-
tion or primary, the same election officials shall act in both the city
and the national, state, or county election or primary.

Notice of Election:

Section 4.14. Notice of the time and place of holding any city
election and of the officers to be elected and the questions to be
voted upon, shall be given by the Clerk by publication at least once
in some legal newspaper having a bonafide list of paying sub-
scribers, published and circulated in the city and, if deemed advis-
able by the Council, by posting in two (2) or more conspicious
places in the city not less than ten (10) days prior to such elec-
tion Notice of all other elections in the city shall be given in the
same manner and at the same times as provided in the state elec-
tion laws for the giving of notices in state elections.

Voting Hours:

Section 4.15. The polls of all elections shall be opened and closed
at the time prescribed by law for the opening and closing -of polls
at state elections.

Nomination Petitions:

Section 4.16. Persons desiring to qualify as candidates for any
elective office under this charter shall file a petition therefor with
the Clerk signed by not less than twenty-five (25) nor more than
fifty (50) registered electors of the city not later than 12:00 o’clock
noon on the fourth Saturday prior to the date of the regular city
election. Official blank petitions in substantially the same form as
required by state law for state and county officers, except for ref-
erences to party, shall be prepared and furnished by the Clerk. Be-
fore the Clerk shall furnish any nomination petitions to any person,
he shall enter thereon in ink the name of the person desiring to
become a candidate for office in the city, or the person in whose
behalf the petition is to be circulated, and the name of the office
for which he is to be a candidate. Nomination petitions for the pur-
pose of filling a vacancy shall so state in connection with the name
of the office for which the petition is to be circulated. The Clerk
shall publish notice of the last day and time for filing nomip~tion
petitions at least one (1) week before, and not more than three (3)
weeks before that date. No person shall sign his name to a greater
number of petitions for any one office than there will be persons
elected to said office. Where any name appears on more petitions
than there are candidates to be elected to said office, such name
shall not be counted upon any petition for that office.

Approval of Petitions:

Section 4.17. The Clerk shall accept for filing only nomination
petitions on official blanks, furnished by him, containing the required
number of signatures for candidates having those qualifications re-
quired for elective city officers by this charter. When petitions are
filed by persons other than the person whose name appears thereon
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as a candidate, they may be accepted for filing only when accom-
panied by the written consent of the person in whose behalf the
petition or petitions were circulated. The Clerk shall, within five
(5) days after receipt thereof, determine the sufficiency of the sig-
natures on each petition filed, and if he finds that any petition does
not contain the required number of legal signatures of registered
electors, he shall immediately notify the candidate in writing of the
insufficiency of his petition. Each petition which is found by the
Clerk to contain the required number of signatures of registered
electors shall be marked “In Order,” with the date thereof, and he
shall so notify the candidate whose name appears thereon, in writ-
ing.

Public Inspection of Petitions:

Section 4.18. All nominating petitions shall be open to public
inspection in the office of the Clerk beginning five (5) days after
the final filing date for such petitions.

Form of Ballots:

Section 4.19. The form of the ballot used in any city election'
shall conform as nearly as may be to that prescribed by the gens
eral laws of the state, except that no party designation or emblem
shall appear upon any city ballot. The names of qualified nominees
for each office shall be listed in a signle column and shall be'
rotated on the ballot. In all other respects the printing and num-
bering of ballots: shall conform to the general laws of the staite;
relating to elections.

Canvass of Votes:

Section 4.20. The Council shall be the board of canvaséers to
canvass the votes cast at all elections under this charter. The Coun-
cil shall meet on the first Thursday after each city election and
publicly canvass the retufns of such election, and shall determine
the vote uporn all questions and propoSitions, and declare whether
the same have been adopted or réjected and what persons have been
elected at such election. The candidate, or candidates, where more’
than one are to be elected to the same office, who shall reeeive the’
greatest number of votes; shall be declared to be elected.

Tie Vote:

Section 4.21. If, at any city election, there shall be no choice’
between candidates by reason of two (2) or more persons having
received an equal number of votes, then the Council shall name a
date for the appearance of such persons for the purpose of deter-
mining the election of such candidate by lot as provided by state
law. Should any person or persons fail or refuse to appear, in per-
son or by representative, to determine the result of any tie election
at the time and place named by the Council, such determination
shall be made by lot in his or their absence at the direction and
under the supervision of the Council. Such determination shall, in
any event, be final,

Recount:
Section 4.22. A recount of the votes cast at any city election

for any office, or upon any proposition, may be had in accordance
with the general election laws of the state.
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Recall:

Section 4.23. Any elective official may be removed from office
by the electors of the city in the manner provided by the general
laws of the state. A vacancy created by the recall of any elective
official shall be filled in the manner prescribed by law.

- Initiative and Referendum:

Section 4.24. An ordinance may be initiated by petition, or a
referendum on an ordinance enacted by the Council may be had, by
a petition, as hereinafter provided.

Petitions:

Section 4.25. An initiatory or a referendary petition shall be
signed by not less than fifteen (15) per cent of the registered elec-
tors of the city who have signed said petition within six (6) months
before date of filing the petition with the Clerk. Before being cir-
culated for signatures, all such petitions may be approved as to
form by the Clerk. No such petition need be on one paper, but may
be the aggregate of two (2) or more petition papers. Each signer of
a petition shall sign his name in ink or indelibile pencil, and shall
place thereon, after his name, the date and his place of residence
by street and number, or by other customary designation. To each
petition paper there shall be attached a -sworn affidavit by the cir-
culator thereof, stating the number of signers thereto and that each
signature thereon is the genuine signature of the person whose name
it purports to be, and that it was made in the presence of the affi-
ant. Such petition shall be filed with the Clerk who shall, within
ten (10) days, canvass the signatures thereon to determine the suf-
ficiency thereof. If found to contain an insufficient number of sig-
natures of registered electors of the city, or to be improper as to
form or compliance with the provisjons of this section, the Clerk
shall notify forthwith the person filing such petitions, and ten (10)
days from such notification shall be allowed for the filing of sup-
plemental petition papers. When found sufficient and proper, the
Clerk shall present the petition to the Council at its next regular
meeting.

Council Procedure:

Section 4.26. Upon receiving an initiatory or referendary peti-
tion from the Clerk, the Council shall, within thirty (30) days,
either

(a) If it be an initiatory petition, adopt the ordinance as sub-
mitted in the petition or determine to submit the proposal
to the electors of the city;

(b) If it be a referendary petition, repeal the ordinance to which
the petition refers or determine to submit the proposal to
the electors of the city.

Submission to Electors:

Section 4.27. Should the Council decide to submit the proposal
to the electors, it shall be submitted at the next election held in the
city for any other purpose, or, in the discretion of the Council, at a
special election. The result shall be determined by a majority vote
of the electors voting thereon, except in cases where otherwise re-
quired by the constitution or laws of the State of Michigan.

— .
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Ordinance Suspended:

Section 4.28. The certification by the Clerk of the sufficiency of
a referendary petition within thirty (30) days after the passage of
the ordinance to which such petition refers shall automatically sus-
pend the operation of the ordinance in question pending repeal by
the Council or final determination by the electors as the case may
be. An ordinance adopted by the electorate through initiatory pro-
ceedings may not be amended or repealed by the Council for a
period of two (2) years after the date of the election at which it
was adopted. Should two (2) or more ordinances, adopted at the
same election, have conflicting provisions, the one receiving the
highest vote shall prevail as to those provisions.

CHAPTER 5
FUNCTIONS OF THE COUNCIL
Public Health and Safety:

Section 5.1. Through the established departments and agencies
of the city government, together with any such departments or
agencies as may be created under authority of this charter, the
Council shall provide for the public peace and health and for the
safety of persons and property.

Health:

Section 5.2. The Council, together with the City Manager, shall
constitute the Board of Health of the city. The Board of Health
shall adopt rules and regulations for their own government and
shall possess all powers, privileges, and immunities granted to
boards of health by state law. The Board of Health shall have
supervision of all matters relating to the sanitary condition of the
city and the preservation of the life and health of its inhabitants.
The Mayor shall be president and the Health Officer shall be the
secretary and executive officer of the Board of Health.

Meetings of the Council:

Section 5.3. (a) The Council shall provide by resolution for the
time and place of its regular meetings and shall hold at least one
(1) regular meeting each month. If any time set for the holding of
a regular meeting of the Council shall be a holiday, then such regu-
lar meeting shall be held at the same time and place on the next
secular day which is not a holiday.

(b) Special meetings of the Council may be called by the Clerk
on the written request of the Mayor or of any two (2) members of
the Council, on at least twenty-four (24) hours written notice to
each member of the Council, designating the time, place, and pur-
pose of any such meeting and served personally or left at his usual
place of residence by the Clerk or someone designated by him. Not-
withstanding the foregoing requirements for the calling of special
meetings, any special meeting of the Council at which all members
of the Council are present or have, in writing, waived the require-
ment that notice be given at least twenty-four (24) hours prior to
the time specified for the holding of such meeting and at which a
quorum of the Council is present, shall be a legal meeting.

(c) No business shall be transacted at any special meeting of
the Council unless the same has been stated in the notice of such
meeting. However, if all the members of the Council are present at
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any special meeting of the Council, then any business which might
lawfully come before a regular meeting of the Council may be
transacted at such special meeting.

(d) All regular and special meetings of the Council shall be open
to the public and the rules of order of the Council shall provide that
citizens shall have a reasonable opportunity to be heard.

(e) Three (3) members of the Council shall be a quorum for
the transaction of business at all meetings of the Council, but, in
the absence of a quorum, two (2) members may adjourn any regu-
lar or special meeting to a later date.

(f) Except that there shall be no standing committees of the
Council, the Council shall determine its own rules and order of
business and shall keep a journal of all of its proceedings in the
English lahguage which shall be signed by the Mayor and the Clerk.
The vote upon the passage of all ordinances, and upon the adoption
of all resolutions shall be taken by “Yes” and “No” votes and enter-
ed upon the record, except that where the vote is unanimous, it
shall only be necessary to so state. Any citizen or taxpayer of the
city shall have access to the minutes and records of all regular and
special meetings of the Council at all reasonable times.

(g) The Council may, by vote of not less than two (2) of its
members, compel the attendance of its members and other officers
of the city at its regular and special meetings and enforce orderly
conduct therein; and any member of the Council or other officer of
the city who refuses to attend such meetings or conduct himself in
an orderly manner thereat shall be deemed guilty of misconduct in
office. The Chief of Police shall serve as the Sergeant-at-arms of
the Council in the enforcement of the provisions of this section.
Intergovernmental Contracts:

Section 5.4. The city may join with any governmental unit or
agency, or with any number or combination thereof, by contract or
otherwise as may be permitted by law to perform jointly, or by one
or more, for or on behalf of the other or others, any power or duty
which is permitted to be so performed by law or which is possessed
or imposed upon each such governmental unit or agency.

Licenses:

Section 5.5. The Council shall by ordinance prescribe the terms
and conditions upon which licenses may be granted, suspended, or
revoked; and may require and exact payment of such reasonable
sums for any licenses as it may deem proper. The persons receiving
the licenses shall, before the issuing thereof, execute a bond to the
city, when required by an ordinance, in such sum and with such
securities as prescribed 'by such ordinance, conditioned for the faith-
ful observance of the charter of the city, and the ordinance under
which the license is granted.

Streets and Alleys:

Section 5.6. Except, insofar as limited by state law and the pro-
visions of this charter, the Council shall have power to establish and
vacate and use, and to control and regulate the use of its streets,
alleys, bridges, and public places (whether such public places be
located within or without the limits of the city) and the space
above and beneath them. Such power shall include, but not be
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limited to, the proper policing and supervision thereof; to the licens-
ing and regulation, or the prohibition of the placing of signs, awn-
ings, awning posts, and other things which are of such nature as to
impede or make dangerous the use of sidewalks or streets, upon or
over the sidewalks or streets of the city; and the licensing and regu-
lation of the construction and use of openings in the sidewalks or
streets, and of all vaults, structures and excavations under the same.
Zoning Ordinance and Building Code:

Section 5.7. Within two (2) years after the adoption of this
charter, the Council shall enact a zoning ordinance and building
code for the city.

Rights as to Property:

Section 5.8. The Council shall nave the power to acquire for the
city by purchase, gift, condemnation, lease, construction or other-
wise, either within or without the County of Tuscola, property of
every type and nature which may be required for or incidental to
the present or future exercise of the purpose, powers, and duties of
the city government established by this charter.

Ordinance Enactment:

Section 5.9. All legislation of the City of Vassar shall be by
ordinance or by resolution. The word ‘“resolution” as used in this
charter shall be the official action of the Council in the form of a
motion, and such action shall be limited to matters required or per-
mitted to be done by resolution by this charter or by state or Fed-
eral law and to matters pertaining to the internal affairs or con-
cerns of the city government. All other acts of the Council, and all
acts carrying a penalty for the violation thereof, shall be by or-
dinance. Each ordinance shall be identified by a number and a short
title. Each proposed ordinance shall be introduced in written or
printed form. The style of all ordinances passed by the Council
shall be, “The City of Vassar Ordains:”. Except in the case of or-
dinances which are declared to be emergency ordinances, no ordin-
ance shall be finally passed by the Council at the same meeting at
which it is introduced. No ordinance shall be revised, altered, or
amended by reference to its title only, but the section or sections of
the ordinance revised, altered, or amended shall be re-enacted and
published at length, and all ordinances, when enacted, shall be im-
mediately recorded by the Clerk in a book to be called “The Ordin-
ance Book”; and it shall be the duty of the Mayor and Clerk to
authenticate such record by their official signatures thereon.
Penalties:

Section 5.10. The Council shall provide in each ordinance for the
punishment of those who violate its provisions. No punishment for
the violation of any city ordinance or for the commission by any
officer of the city of any act declared by this charter to constitute
misconduct in office shall exceed a fine of five hundred (500) dollars
or imprisonment for ninety (90) days, or both in the discretion of
the court, except that any officer of the city found guilty of any
act declared by this charter to constitute misconduct in office, shall,
in addition to such fine or imprisonment, or both, forfeit his office.
Publication of Ordinances:

Section 5.11. Each ordinance passed by the Council shall be
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published at least once within fifteen (15) days after the adoption
of an ordinance by the Council. All ordinances of the city shall be-
come effective immediately upon the publication thereof, unless a
date upon which an ordinance shall become effective, which is sub-
sequent to the date of the publication thereof, is specifically pro-
vided in the ordinance itself. The publication of any ordinance in
full after its final passage as a part of the published proceedings of
the Council shall constitute publication of such ordinance as re-
quired herein.

Technical Codes:

Section 5.12. The Council may adopt any provision of state law
or any detailed technical regulation of a city ordinance or code by
citation of such provision of state law or by reference to any recog-
nized standard code, official or unofficial, provided that any such
provision of state law or recognized official or unofficial standard
code shall be clearly identified in the ordinance adopting the same
as an ordinance of the city. Where any recognized official or un-
official standard code is so adopted, it may be published by pro-
viding to the public not less than fifty (5Q) copies in book or booklet
form, available for public distribution at a reasonable charge, and
any amendment to or revision of such adopted code or detailed
technical ordinance may be published in the same manner.
Franchises and Contracts:

Section 5.13. Every ordinance or resolution granting any fran-
chise or right to occupy or use the streets, highways, bridges, or
public places in the city for any purpose shall be complete in the
form in which it is finally passed, and remain on file with the Clerk
for public inspection for at least one (1) week before the final pas-
sage or adoption thereof. No exclusive franchise or grant of right to
occupy or use the streets, or public places of the city shall ever be
granted.

Compilation:

Section 5.14. (a) Copies of all ordinances enacted after the ef-
‘ fective date of this charter, and all amendments to this charter
shall be available at the office of the Clerk.

(b) Within two (2) years after the adoption of this charter and
at least once in every ten (10) years the Council shall direct and
complete the compilation or codification and the publication of the
charter and of all ordinances of the city, then in force, in loose-
leaf or pamphlet form, and may provide for a reasonable charge for
copies thereof. No further publication of any such compilation or
codification shall be required for the validity thereof. In case the
compilation or codification of the ordinances of the city shall have
been maintained current and up-to-date during any ten (10) year
period, no re-compilation or re-codification of the ordinances of the
city shall be required during or at the end of such period.

The copies of ordinances and of any compilation, code, or codes
referred to in this chapter may be certified by the Clerk and, when
so certified, shall be competent evidence in all courts and legally-
established tribunals as to the matters contained therein.
Restrictions on the Council:

Section 5.15. Except for the purpose of inquiry, the Council and

ol . .
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its members shall deal with the administrative service solely through
the City Manager and neither the Council nor any member thereof
shall give orders to any subordinate of the City Manager, either
publicly or privately; neither shall any member of the Council di-
rect or request: (1) the appointment of any person to, or the re-
moval of any person from, any employment or office for which the
City Manager is responsible; (2) the purchase of any specific ma-
terials, supplies or equipment; or (3) the recommendation of any
specific firm or person for the letting of a city contract. It is not
the intention of this provision to prevent frank discussion of the
business of the city between the City Manager and any member of
the Council at any time, but to prevent the personal favoritism or
prejudice of any member of the Council from hampering the admin-
istration of the city as above set forth in this chapter. Any viola-
tion of the provisions of this section shall constitute misconduct in
office.

(b) The Council shall not have the power to make any contract
with or give any official position to any pzrson who is in default to
the city. Further, the Council shall not have the power to sell any
property of a value in excess of two (2) dollars per capita accord-
ing to the last preceding U. S. census, or any park, cemetery, or any
part thereof, or any property bordering on a water front, or vacate
any street or public place leading to a water front, or engage in any
business enterprise requiring an investment of money in excess of
ten cents per capita, unless approved by the vote required therefore
by state law. Except as otherwise provided in this charter, no ordin-
ance or resolution shall be adopted or passed except by the affirma-
tive vote of at least three (3) members of the Council.
Investigations:

Section 5.16. The Council, or any person or committee author-
ized by it for the purpose, shall have power to inquire into the con-
duct of any department, office, or officer of the city and make in-
vestigations as to municipal affairs, and for that purpose may sub-
poena witnesses, administer oaths, and compel the production of
books, papers, and other evidence. Failure on the part of any offi-
cer of the city to obey such subpoena or to produce books, papers,
or other evidence as ordered under the provisions of this section
shall constitute misconduct in office. If such failure shall be on the
part of any employee of the city, the same shall constitute a mis-
demeanor.

. CHAPTER 6
GENERAL FINANCE AND TAXATION
Fiscal Year:

Section 6.1. The fiscal year of the city shall begin on the first
day of July and end on the 30th day of June the following year.
Such year shall constitute the budget year of the city government.
Budget Procedure:

Section 6.2. On or before the first Monday in March, each city
officer shall submit to the City Manager an itemized estimate of the
expenditures for the next fiscal year, for the department or activi-
ties under his control. The City Manager shall prepare a complete
itemized budget for the next fiscal year and shall submit it to the
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Council at its first meeting in April
Budget Document: >

Section 6.3. The budget document shall present a complete
financial plan for the ensuing fiscal year. It shall include at least,
the following information:

(a) Detailed estimates of all proposed expenditures for each
departmenf and office of the city, showing the expenditures for
corresponding items for the current and last preceding fiscal years,
with reasons for increases and decreases recommended, as compared
with appropriations for the current year;

(b) Statements of the bonded and other indebtedness of the city,
showing the debt redemption and interest requirements, the debt
authorized and unissued, and the condition of sinking funds, if any;

(¢) Detailed estimates of all anticipated income of the city from
sources other than taxes and borrowing, with a comparative state-
ment of the amounts received by the city from each of the same or
similar sources for the last preceding and current fiscal year.

(d) A statement of the estimated balance or deficit, as the case
may be, for the end of the current fiscal year.

(e) An estimate of the amount of money to be raised from cur-
rent and delinquent taxes and the amount to be raised from bond
issues which, together with income from other sources, will be neces-
sary to meet the proposed expenditures.

(f) Such other supporting schedules as the Council may deem
necessary.

Budget Hearing:

Section 6.4. A public hearing on the budget shall be held before
its final adoption, at such time and place as the Council shall direct,
and notice of such public hearing shall be published in a legal news-
paper having a bonafide list of paying subscribers, published and
circulated in the city at least one (1) week in advance by the
Clerk. A copy of the proposed budget shall be on file and available
to the public for inspection during office hours at the office of the
Clerk for a period of not less than one (1) week prior to such public
hearing.

Adoption of Budget, Tax Limit:

Section 6.5. Not later than the third Monday of May, the Coun-
cil shall, by resolution, adopt the budget for the next fiscal year and
shall, in such resolution make an appropriation of the money needed
for municipal purpose during the ensuing fiscal year of the city and
provide for a levy of the amount necessary to be raised by taxes
upon real and personal property for municipal purposes, which levy
shall not exceed two (2) per cent of the assessed valuation of all
real and personal property subject to taxation in the city.
Transfer of Appropriations:

Section 6.6. After the budget has been adopted, no money shall
be drawn from the treasury of the city nor shall any obligation for
the expenditure of money be incurred, except pursuant to the budget
appropriation. The Council may transfer any unencumbered appro-
priation balance, or any portion thereof, from one department fund,
or agency to another. The balance in any appropriation, which has:
not been encumbered, at the end of the fiscal year shall revert io

-
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the general fund and be reappropriated during the next fiscal year.
Budget Control:

Section 6.7. At the beginning of each quarterly period during the
fiscal year, and more often if required by the Council, the City Man-
ager shall submit to the Council data showing the relation between
the estimated and actual income and expenses to date; and if it
shall appear that the income is less than anticipated, the Council
may reduce appropriations, except amounts required for debt and
interest charges, to such a degree as may be necessary to keep ex-
penditures within the cash income.

Depository:

Section 6.8. The Council shall designate the depository or deposi-
tories for city funds, and shall provide for the regular deposit of all
city moneys. The Council shall provide for such security for city
deposits as is authorized or permitted by the general laws of the
state, except that personal surety bonds shall not be deemed pro-
per security. :

Independent Audit:

Section 6.9. An independent audit shall be made of all accounts
of the city government at least annually and more frequently if
deemed necessary by the Council. Such audit shall be made by
certified public accountants experienced in municipal accounting. The
results of such audit shall be made public in such manner as the
Council may determine.

Power to Tax and Secure Revenue:

Section 6.10. In order to carry out the purposes, powers, and
duties of the city government established by this charter, the city
may assess, levy, and collect taxes, rents, tolls, and excise or specific
taxes.

Subjects of Taxation:

Section 6.12. The subjects of ad valorem taxation for municipal
purposes shall be the same as for State, County, and school purposes
under the general law. Except as otherwise provided by this charter,
city taxes shall be levied, collected, and returned in the manner pro-
vided by state law.

Assessment:

Section 6.13. Unless otherwise provided by state law, the first
day of April in each year shall be the assessment day for both real
and personal property in the city.

Time for Making Assessment Rolls:

Section 6.14. Prior to the first meeting of the Board of Review

in each year, the Assessor shall make and complete an assessment

roll in the manner and form provided in the general tax law of the
state.

Board of Review:

Section 6.15. The Council shall annually, in the month of April,
appoint three (3) qualified freeholders who are electors of the city
to serve as members of the Board of Review and shall set their
compensation at the time of their appointment.

Meeting of Board of Review:

Section 6.16. The Board of Review shall meet on the third Mon-

day in April at such time and place as shall be designated by the



20 CHARTER OF THE CITY OF VASSAR, MICHIGAN

Council, and shall continue in session from day to day for the pur-
pose of considering and correcting the roll for three (3) days. The
Clerk shall give notice to the public of the time and place of meet-
ing of the Board of Review by publication at least once, not less
than ten (10) days immediately preceding such meeting.
Organization and Functions of the Board of Review:

Section 6.17. On the first day of its meeting in each year, the
Board of Review shall elect one of its members chairman. The
Assessor shall be Secretary of the Board and shall attend its meet-
ings with the privilege of participating therein, but without the right
to vote upon any decision of the Board. It shall be the duty of the
Assessor to keep a permanent record of all proceedings, and to enter
therein all resolutions and decisions of the Board. A majority of the
members of the Board shall constitute a quorum,

The members of said Board shall take the constitutional oath
of office which shall be filed with the Clerk. For the purpose of
reviewing and correcting assessments, the Board of Review shall
have the same powers and perform like duties in all respects as are
by the general tax law conferred upon and required of boards of
review in townships, in reviewing assessments in townships for town-
ship, state, and county, taxes. It shall hear the complaints of all
persons considering themselves aggrived by assessments, and if it
shall appear that any person or property has been wrongfully
assessed, or omitted from the roll, the Board shall correct the roll
in such manner as it shall deem just. In all cases, the assessment
roll shall be reviewed according to the facts existing on the tax day
and no change of the status of any property after said day shall be
considered by the Board in making its decisions. Except as other-
wise provided by state law, no person other than the Board of Re-
view shall make or authorize any change upon or additions or cor-
rections to the assessment roll.

Endorsement of Roll—Validity:

Section 6.18. After the Board shall complete its review of the
assessment roll, and on or before the first Monday in May in each
year, a majority of its members shall endorse therein and sign a
statement to the effect that the same is the assessment roll of the
city for the year in which it has been prepared. The omission of
such endorsement shall not affect the validity of such roll. Upon the
completion of said roll and from and after midnight following the
last day of the meeting of the Board of Review, the same shall be
the assessment roll of the city for county, school, and city taxes and
for any other taxes on real and personal property that may be au-
thorized by law and shall be conclusively presumed by all courts
and tribunals to be valid and shall not be set aside except for
causes set forth in the general laws of the state.

Clerk to Certify Tax Levy:

Section 6.19. Within three (3) days after the Council has adopt-
ed the budget for the ensuing year, the Clerk shall certify to the
Assessor the total amount which the Council determines shall be
raised by general tax; all amounts of special assessments which the
Council requires to be assessed or reassessed upon any property or
against any person; and all other amounts which the Council may
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determine shall be charged, assessed, or re-assessed against any
persons or property,
City Tax Roll:

Section 6.20. After the last day for the meeting of the Board of
Review, the Assessor shall upon receiving the certification of the
several amounts to be raised, as provided in the preceding section,
proceed forthwith to spread upon the assessment roll the several
amounts determined by the Council to be charged, assessed, or re-
assessed against persons or property; and shall also proceed to
spread the amounts of the general city tax according to and in pro-
portion to the several valuations set forth in said assessment roll.
For the purpose of avoiding fractions in computation, the Assessor
may add to the amount of the several taxes to be raised not more
than one (1) per cent; said excess shall belong to the city.

Tax Roll Certified for Collection:

Section 6.21. After extending the taxes aforesaid and not later
than the 15th day of June in each year, the Assessor shall certify
said tax roll, and the Mayor shall annex his warrant thereto, di-
recting and requiring the Treasurer to collect from the several per-
sons named in said roll the several sums mentioned therein opposite
their respective names as a tax or assessment, and granting to him,
for the purpose of collecting the taxes, assessments, and charges on
such roll, all the powers and immunities possessed by township
treasurers for the bollecti_on of taxes under the general laws of the
state.

Taxes Lien on Property:

Section 6.22, The city taxes thus assessed shall become at once
a debt due to the city from the persons to whom they are assessed,
and the amounts assessed on any interest in real property shall on
the first day of July become a lien upon such real property, and the
lien for 'such amounts and for all interest and other charges thereon
shall continue until payment thereof. All personal taxes shall also be
a first lein, prior, superior, and paramount, upon all personal prop-
erty of the persons so assessed from and after the first day of July
in each year and shall so remain until paid, which said tax liens
shall take precedence over all other claims, encumbrances and liens
upon said personal property whatsoever, whether created by chattel
mortgage, execution, levy, judgment, or otherwise, and whether aris-
ing before or after the assessment of said - personal taxes, and no
transfer of personal property assessed for taxes thereon shall operate
to divest or destroy such lien except where such personal property is
actually sold in the regular course of retail trade.

Taxes Due; Nntification:

Section 6.23. City taxes shall be due on the first day of July of
the year when levied. The Treasurer shall not be required to call
upon the persons named in the city tax roll, nor to make personal
demand for the payment of taxes, but he shall give notice to the
taxpayers of the city by publication in a newspaper printed and
published in the city at least twice, the last of which publication of
notice shall be made at least ten (10) days prior to the first day of
July in each year, of the time when said taxes will be due for col-
lection, or shall give such notice by first class mail addressed to the
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owners of the property upon which taxes are assessed according to
the names of such owners and their addresses as indicated on the
tax roll, which notice shall be deemed sufficient for the payment of
all taxes on said tax roll. Failure on the part of the Treasurer to
give said notice shall not invalidate the taxes on said tax roll nor
Telease the person or property assessed from the penalty provided
in this chapter in case of non-payment of the same.

‘Collection of City Taxes:

Section 6.24. City taxes shall be due and payable on the first
«day of July of each year. To all taxes there shall be added one (1)
per cent as a collection fee. To all taxes paid after July 31, there
shall also be added a three (3) per cent penalty and to all taxes paid
after said date there shall also be added interest at the rate of one-
half (%) of one (1) per cent for each month or fraction of a month
jntervening between the first day of July and the date of payment,
or the first day of March of the next succeeding calendar year,
whichever date shall first occur. The added collection fees, penalties,
and’ interest herein provided shall belong to the city and shall con-
stitute a charge and shall Be a lien against the property to which
the taxes themselvés apply, collectible in the same manner as the
taxes to which they are added.

Telinguent Tax Roll to County Treasurer:

Section 6.25. If the Treasurer has been unable to collect any of
the city takes on said roll on real property before the first day of
March following the date when said roll was received by him, it
shall be his duty to return all such unpaid taxes on real property
10 the county treasurer in the same manner and with like effect as
Teturns by township treasurers of township, school, and county taxes.
‘Such returns shall be made upon a delinquent tax roll to be pre-
pared by the Treasurer and shall include all the additional charges
and fees hereinbefore provided, which charges shall, in such return,
be added to the amount assessed in said tax roll against each des-
cription. The taxes thus returned shall be collected in the same
marmner as other taxes returned to the county treasurer are collect-
ed under the provisions of the general laws of the state and shall
bé and remain a lien upon the lands against which they are assessed,
until paid.

Protection of City Lien:

Section 6.26. The city shall have power to acquire by purchase
any premises within the city at any tax or other public sale, or by
direct purchasé from the State of Michigan or the fee owner, when
such purchase is necessary to protect the lien of the city for taxes
or special assessments, or both, on said premises and may hold,
lease, or sell the same for the purpose of securing therefrom the
amount of such taxes or special assessments, or both, together with
any incidental expenses incurred in connection with the exercise of
this power. Any such procedure exercised by the city in the protec-
tion of its tax lien ghall be deemed to be for a public purpose.
State, County, and School Taxes:

Section 6.27. For the purpose of assessing taxes in the city for
state, county, and school purposes, the city shall be considered the
same as a township, and all provisions of state law relative to the
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collection of such taxes and the fees to be paid therefor, the account-
ing therefor to the appropriate taxing units, and the returning of prop-
erty to the county treasurer for non-payment thereof shall apply to
the performance thereof by the Treasurer, who shall perform the
same duties and have the same powers as township treasurers under
state law. In the event that school taxes are collected at the same
time as city taxes, they shall be collected subject to the same con-
ditions and privileges as city taxes under the provisions of this char-
ter.

Municipal Borrowing Power:

Section 6.28. Subject to the applicable provisions of state law
and this charter, the Council, by proper ordinance or resolution, may
authorize the borrowing of money for any purpose within the scope
of the powers vested in the city and the issuance of bonds of the
city or other evidences of indebtedness therefor, and may pledge the
full faith, credit, and resources of the city for the payment of the
obligation created thereby. The city shall also have power to issue
special assessment, mortgages, revenue, or other types of bonds, be-
yond the debt limits fixed by law for the issuance of bonds or other
evidences of indebtedness which are a general obligation of the city,
in the manner and for the purposes permitted by this charter, the
constitution, and general laws of the State of Michigan.

Unissued Bonds:

Section 6.29. No unissued bonds of the city shall be issued or
sold to secure funds for any purpose other than that for which
they were specifically authorized, and if any such bonds are not
issued or sold with three (3) years after authorization, such authori-
zation shall, as to such bonds, be null and void.

CHAPTER %
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS, CONTRACTS, UTILITIES
City May Perform Public Work:

Section 7.1. The Council shall have power to do any public work
or make any public improvement by the employment of the neces-
sary labor and the purchase of the necessary supplies and materials
with separate accounting as to each improvement so made, or to do
such work by contract duly let after competitive bidding. Where
competitive bids are secured, the city, or any city department quali-
fied to do the work, may enter a bid on an equal footing with other
bidders. The Council shall also have power to do any public work
or make any public improvement under any legally constituted plan
under which the labor is furnished by any other governmental unit,
department, or agency of the .United States or the State of Mich-
igan, or which is wholly or in part financed by them or either of
them.

General Power Relative to Special Assessments:

Section 7.2. The Council shall have the power to determine the
necessity of any local or public improvement and to determine that
the whole or any part of the expense shall be defrayed by special
assessment upon the property especially benefited.

Survey and Report: 3 .

Section 7.3. Before the Council shall consider the making of
any local or public improvement, the same shall be referred by reso-
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lution to the City Manager directing him to prepare a report which
shall include necessary plans, profiles, specifications, and estimates
of cost, and estimate of the life of the improvements, a description
of the assessment district or districts, and such other pertinent in-
formation as will permit the Council to decide the cost, extent, and
necessity of the improvement proposed and what part or proportion
thereof should be paid by special assessments upon the property
benefited and what part, if any, should be paid by the city at large.
The Council shall not determine to proceed with the making of any
local or special improvement until such report of the City Manager
has been filed, nor until after a public hearing has been held by the
Council for the purpose of hearing objections to the making of such
public improvements.

Objections to Improvement:

Section 7.4. If, at or prior to such meeting of the Council, more
than fifty (50) per cent of the number of privately-owned real prop-
erty to be assessed for any improvement, or in case of paving or
similar improvements more than fifty (50) per cent of the number
of owners of frontage to be assessed for any such improvement,
shall object in writing to the proposed improvement, the improve-
ment shall not be made by proceedings authorized by this chapter
without a three-fifths (3/5) vote of the members of the Council.
Determination by the Council:

Section 7.5. At the public hearing on the proposed improvement,
all persons interested shall be given an opportunity to be heard,
after which the Council may modify the scope of the public im-
provement, if necessary, in such a manner as they shall deem to be
in the best interest of the city as a whole. Such notice shall be made
by publication in a legal newspaper having a bonafide list of paying
subscribers, published and circulated within the city at least one (1)
week prior to the holding of the hearing. Such hearing required by
this section may be held at any regular, adjourned, or special meet-
ing of the Council. If the determination of the Council shall be to
proceed with the improvement, the resolution shall set forth the na-
ture of the improvement, designate the limits of the special assess-
ment district to be affected, prescribe what part or proportion of the
cost of such improvement shall be paid by special assessment upon
the property benefited, and what part, if any, shall be paid by the
city at large, specify the manner and method of paying for or
financing the same in each case, and determine whether the cost of
the improvement shall be spread upon a special assessment roll be-
fore or after the improvement has. been completed.

Financing Public Improvements after Completion:

Section 7.6. Where the assessment is levied after the completion
of the improvement ordered, the City Manager shall, within sixty
(60) days after he shall give notice to the Council of the comple-
tion of the work, compile the actual cost thereof and certify the
same to the Assessor, who shall spread such cost on the special
assessment roll as herein required in cases where the levy is made
prior to completion of the work.

Delinquent Special Assessments:
Section 7.7. Special assessments and all interest and charges
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thereon, from the date of confirmation of the roll, shall be and re-
main a lien upon the property assessed of the same character and
effect as the lien created by general law for state and county taxes,
and by this charter for city taxes, until paid. From such date after
confirmation as shall be fixed by the Council, the same collection
fee, penalties, and interest shall be paid on delinquent special
assessments and upon delinquent installments of such special assess-
ments as are provided by this charter to be paid on delinquent city
taxes. In case any assessment or any part thereof, shall remain un-
paid on the first Monday of May following the date when the same
became delinquent, the same shall be reported unpaid by the Treas-
urer to the Council, and such delinquent assessments, together with
all accrued interest shall be transferred and reassessed on the next
annual city tax roll in a column headed “Special Assessments” with
a penalty of four (4) per cent upon such total amount added there-
to, and when so transferred and reassessed upon said tax roll shall
be collected in all respects as provided for the collection of city
taxes.

Procedures:

Section 7.8. To make effective the foregoing provisions of this
chapter, the making of the assessment roll and correction of errors,
the collection of special assessments, the date that the same shall
become a lien upon the property assessed, and any other matters
concerning the making of improvements by the special assessment
method outlined in Sections 8 to 30, inclusive, of Chapter XXIV of
Act. No. 215 of the Public Acts of 1895, same being Sections 2037 to
2059 inclusive of the Compiled Laws of 1929, which, insofar as not
inconsistent with the provisions of this charter, and except insofar
as more than one (1) publication of any notice may be required, is
hereby adopted into and made a part of this, charter. All acts re-
quired therein to be performed by a “board of special assessors” or
by any ward supervisor shall be performed by the Assessor.
Hazards and Nuisances:

Section 7.9. When any Iot, building, or structure within the city,
because of accumulation of refuse or debris, the uncontrolled grow-
ing of weeds, or age or delapidation, or because of any other condi-
tion or happening, becomes, in the opinion of the Council, a public
hazard or nuisance which is d"angerous to the health or safety of
the inhabitants of the city or of those of them residing or habitually
going near such lot, building, or structure, the Council may, after
investigation, give notice to the owner of the land upon which such
nuisance exists, or to the owner of the building or structure itself,
specifying the nature of the nuisance and requiring such owner to
alter, repair, tear down, or remove the nuisance promptly and with-
in a time to be specified by the Council which shall be commen-
surate with the nature of the nuisance. If, at the expiration of the
time limit in said notice, said owner has not compiled with the re-
quirements thereof, or in any case where the owner of the land or
of the building or structure itself is not known, the Council may
order such hazard or nuisance abated by the proper department or
agency of the city which is qualified to do the work required and
the cost of such abatement, assessed against the lot, premises, or
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description of real property upon which such hazard or nuisance
was located.
Sidewalks, Curbs, and Gutters:

Section 7.10. The Council may prescribe that sidewalks, except
crosswalks, shall be built by the owners of lands within the city in
the manner and within the time prescribed by ordinance; provided,
that, in case of the failure of any such owner to comply with the
provisions of such ordinance, the city may build or cause to be built
such sidewalk and assess the cost thereof against such owner and
against the land improved thereby, in the manner prescribed in this
chapter for making assessments on single lots.

Assessments on Single Lots:

Section 7.11. When any expense shall be incurred by the city
upon or in respect to any separate or single lot, parcel of land, or
premises, which by the provisions of this charter the Council is au-
thorized to charge and collect as a special assessment against the
same, which is not of that class of special® assessments required to
be made pro rata upon several lots or parcels of land in a special
assessment district, an account of the labor or services for which
such expense was incurred, verified by the officer or person per-
forming the labor or services, or causing the same to be done, with
a description of the lot or premises upon or in respect to which the
expense was incurred, and the name of the owner or person, if
known, chargeable therewith, shall be reported to the Council in
such manner as they shall prescribe, and the Council shall direct the
same to be spread as a special assessment against such lot or premi-
ses on the next city tax roll.

Additional Assessments, Refunds:

Section 7.12. When any special assessment roll shall prove in-
sufficient to meet the costs of the improvement for which it was
made, the Council may take an additional pro rata assessment, but
the total amount assessed shall not exceed the value of benefits re-
ceived by any lot or parcel of land. Should the assessment prove
larger than necessary to five (5) per cent or less, the Council may
place the excess in the city treasury. If more than five (5) per
cent, the excess shall be refunded pro rata according to assess-
ments. In either case, the Council may provide by resolution that
the amount of any such excess may be allowed as a credit on the
last installment where such installment still remains unpaid at the
time the final cost of the improvement is determined.

Additional Procedures:

Section 7.13. In any case where the provisions of this charter,
either expressed or incorporated therein, may prove to be insuffi-
cient to carry into full effect the making of any special assessment,
the Council shall provide by ordinance any additional steps or pro-
cedures required to effect the improvement by special assessment.
Contested Assessments:

Section 7.14. Except and unless notice is given to the Council
in writing of an intention to contest or enjoin the collection of any
special assessment for the construction of any pavement, sewer, or
other public improvement, the construction of any sidewalk, or the
removal or abatement of any public hazard or nuisance, within
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thirty (30) days after the date of the meeting of the Council, to
hear objections to the making of such improvements, as required
by Section 7.4 of this chapter, which notice shall state the grounds
on which the proceedings are to be contested, no suit or action of
any kind shall be instituted or maintained for the purpose of con-
testing or enjoining the collection of such special assessment; and,
regardless of whether or not any public improvement is completed
in any special assessment district, no owner of real property located
in such district shall be entitled to commence any suit or action for
the purpose of contesting or enjoining the collection of any such
special assessment after he hag received a benefit from the substan-
tial completion of that portion of such public improvement for which
he is assessed.

Purchasing’ and Contractual Procedure:

Section 7.15. Before making any purchase or contract for sup-
plies, materials, equipment, or contractual services, opportunity shall
be given for competition, under such rules and regulations, and with
such exceptions, as the Council may by ordinance prescribe. All ex-
penditures for supplies, materials, equipment, or contractual services
involving more than five hundred dollars ($500) shall be made on a
written contract, and such contract shall be awarded to the lowest
responsible bidder after such public notice and competition as may
be prescribed by ordinance: Provided, however, that the Council
shall have the power to reject all bids and advertise again. The
Council shall provide, by ordinance, for the ordinary purchasing
procedure to be followed in purchasing city supplies.

Public Utility Franchises: 3

Section 7.16. All public utility franchises granted after the adop-
tion of this charter, whether it be so provided in the granting
ordinance or not, shall be subject to the right of the city:

(a) To repeal the same for misuse, or non-use, or for failure to
comply with the provisions thereof;

(b) To require proper and adequate extension of plant and serv-
ice and maintenance thereof at the highest practicable standard of
efficiency;

(¢) To establish reasonable standards of service and quality of
products, and prevent unjust discrimination in service or rates.

(d) To require continuous and uninterrupted service to the pub-
lic in accordance with the terms of the franchise throughout the
entire period thereof; .

(e) To impose such other regulations as may be determined by
the Council to be conducive to the safety, welfare, and accomoda-
tion of the public;

(f) To require the public utility to which any franchise is
granted to permit joint use of its property and appurtenances
located in the streets, alleys, and public places of the city, by the
city, and other utilities insofar as such joint use may be reasonably
practicable and upon bayment of reasonable rental therefor; pro-
vided, that, in the absence of agreement, upon application by any
public utility, the Council shall provide for arbitration of the terms

and conditions of such joint use and the compensation to be paid
therefor;
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(g) To pay such part of the cost of improvement or mainten-
ance of streets, alleys, bridges and public places, as shall arise from
its use thereof and to protect and save the city harmless from all
damages arising from said use.

General Powers Respecting Municipal Utilities:

Section 7.17. The city shall possess and hereby reserves to itself
all the powers granted to cities by the constitution and general laws
of the State of Michigan to acquire, construct, own, operate, im-
prove, enlarge, extend, repair, and maintain, either within or with-
out its corporate limits, public utilities, including, but not by way of
limitation, public utilities for supplying water, light, heat, power,
gas, and sewage treatment, and garbage disposal facilities, or any of
them, to the municipality and the inhabitants thereof; and also to
gell and deliver water, light, heat, power, gas, and other public
utilities and services, without its corporate limits to an amount not
to exceed the limitations set by state law and constitution. The
Council shall have the power to fix, from time to time, such just
and equitable rates as may be deemed advisable for supplying the
inhabitants of the city and others with water, with electricity for
light, heat, and power and with such other utility services as the
city may provide. '

Utility Charges—Collection:

Section 7.18. The Council shall provide, by ordinance, for the
collection of all public utility charges made by the city and for such
purpose, shall have all the power granted to cities by Act 178 of the
Public Acts of 1939. When any person or persons, or any firm or
corporation, shall fail or refuse to pay to the city any sums due on
utility bills, the utility service or services upon which such delin-
quency exists may be shut off or discontinued and suit may be
instituted by the city for the collection of the same in any court
of competent jurisdiction.

Disposal of Plants:

Section 7.19. The city shall not sell, exchange, lease, or in any
way alien or dispose of the property, easements, income or other
equipment, privilege or asset belonging to and appertaining to any
utility which it may acquire, unless and except the proposition for
such purpose shall first have been submitted, at an election held for
the purpose in the manner provided in this charter, to the electors
of the city who are qualified to vote on questions involving the
direct expenditure of money or the issuance of general obligation
bonds of the city and approved by them by a three fifths (3/5)
majority vote of the electors voting thereon. All contracts, negotia-
tions, licenses, grants, leases or other forms of transfer_in violation
of this provision, shall be void and of no effect as against the city.
The provisions of this section shall not, however, apply to the sale or
exchange of any articles of equipment of any city-owned utility as
are worn out or useless, or which could, with advantage to the
service, be replaced by new and improved machinery or equipment.
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CHAPTER 8
CITY LIBRARY
Library Commission:

Section 8.1. There is hereby created the Vassar City Library
Board of Trustees consisting of seven (7) persons who are electors
of the city, one (1) of whom shall be a member of the Council, all
to be appointed by the Council. In the first instance, the members
of the Board shall be the six (6) members of the Library Board of
the former Village of Vassar and shall serve respectively for the
terms for which they were elected. Thereafter, two (2) members
shall be appointed for the full term of three (3) years at the first
meeting of the Council in May of each year. Members of the Board
shall serve without compensation. In all cases where a vacancy oc-
curs, the Council shall fill such vacancy within thirty (30) days for
the balance of the term in which the vacancy exists.

Organization of Board:

Section 8.2. Said Board shall, within ten (10) days after their
first appointment, and annually thereafter, within ten (10) days
after the first meeting of the Council in May, organize and elect
one (1) of their number president and another vice-president. The
Board shall hold at least four (4) regular meetings in each year.
A majority of the Board shall constitute a quorum for the trans-
action of business. The Board shall appoint a secretary and, subject
to the civil service provisions of this charter and any ordinance of
the city relating thereto, shall employ all necessary personnel re-
quired to operate and conduct the affairs entrusted to it, and, sub-
ject to budget appropriations, fix their salaries and compensation.
The secretary of the Board shall be responsible for the efficient per-
formance of all the clerical work required by said Board and for
the keeping of the books, records, papers, and accounts of the
Board in conformity with the provisions of this charter regarding
the keeping of accounts of the city and its several departments,
bnards, and agencies. All accounts of the Board shall be subject to
audit by the Clerk of the city, the same as the accounts of other
departments and boards of the city, and to such other audit as this
charter or the Cnuncil shall require.

Powers and Duties of Board:

Section 8.3. The Board shall be charged and entrusted with the
blanning for, construction, management, supervision, and control of
all library facilities which are or shall be owned and operated by
the city and shall have power to make and adopt all such bylaws,
rules, and regulations as they may deem necessary and expedient
for the transaction of their business, subject in all respects to the
general ordinances of the city and the provisions of this charter.
The Board shall possess all power and prerogatives necessary to
enforce its rules and regulations by any means permitted by law.
Library Budgets:

Section 8.4. On or before the second Monday in April of each
year, the Board shall submit to the Council careful estimates in de-
tail of the amount of money which, according to the judgment of
the Board, will be needed for the library facilities of the city during
the ensuing year, which estimates may be increased, modified or
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adopted by the Council as in its judgment may seem justifiable. -
When the budget for the Library Board has been approved, the
Council shall enter into the budget of the city the amount thereof
and, when the budget of the city is adopted, shall make an appro-
priation therefor and include the amount required to be raised by
taxation therefor in the tax levy of the city. The Board shall ad-
minister its budget in all respects, but shall not in any instance
permit its expenditures for any purpose to exceed the amount pro-
vided in the budget therefor, without first obtaining the consent of
the Council, which body may make supplemental appropriations in
case of need.
CHAPTER 9
MISCELLANEOQOUS

Notice to City of Claim for Injuries:

Section 9.1. The city shall not be liable in damages sustained
by any person in the city, either to his person or property, by rea-
son of the negligence of the city, its officers, or employees, nor by
reason of any defective highway, street, bridge, sidewalk, crosswalk
or culvert, or by reason of any obstruction, ice, snow or other en-
cumbrance upon such street, sidewalk, crosswalk or public highway,
situated in the city, unless such person shall serve or cause to be
served, within sixty (60) days after such injury shall have occurred,
a notice in writing, upon the Clerk, which notice shall set forth
substantially the time and place of such injury, the nature of the
defect, the manner in which it occurred, and the extent of such
injury as far as the same has become known, the names and ad-
dresses of the witnesses known at the time by claimant, and a
statement that the person receiving such injury intends to hold the
city liable for such damages as may have been sustained by him.
No person shall bring any action against the city for any damages
to person or property arising out of any obstruction, ice, snow or
other encumbrance upon such street, sidewalk, crosswalk or public
highway, situated in the city, unless he shall also present to the
Clerk his claim in writing and under oath, setting forth particu-
larly the nature and extent of such injury and the amount of dam-
ages claimed by reason thereof, which claims shall be presented to
.the Council by the Clerk.

It shall be a sufficient bar and answer in any court to any ac-
tion or proceeding for the collection of any demand or claim against
the city, under this section, that the notice of injury and the veri-
fied proof of the claim, as in this section required, were not pre-
sented and filed within the time and in the manner as herein pro-
vided.

No Estoppel by Representation:

Section 9.2. No official of the city shall have power to make
any. representation or recital of fact in any franchise, contract,
document, or agreement, contrary to any public record of the city.
Any such representation shall be void and of no effect as against
the city.

City Records:
Section 9.3. All records of the city shall be public.
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Prior Village Ordinances and Regulations:

Section 9.4. All ordinances, resolutions, rules, and regulations of
the Village of Vassar which are not inconsistent with the provisions
of this charter, in force and effect at the time of the adoption of
this charter, shall continue in full force as ordinances, resolutions
rules, and regulations of the City of Vassar until repealed or amend-
ed by action of the proper authorities.

Tense:

Section 9.5. Except as otherwise specifically provided or indi-
cated by the context, all words used in this charter indicating the
present tense shall not be limited to the time of the adoption of
this charter, but shall extend to and include the time of the hap-
pening of any event or requirement for which provision is made
therein, either as a power, immunity, requirement, or prohibition.
Headings:

Section 9.6. The chapter and section headings used in this char-
ter are for convenience only and shall not be considered to be a
part of this charter.

Effect of Illegality of Any Part of Charter:

Section 9.7. Should any provision or section, or portion thereof,
of this charter be held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be
invalid, illegal, or unconstitutional, such holding shall not be con-
strued as affecting the validity of this charter as a whole or of any
remaining portion of such provision or section, it being hereby de-
clared to be the intent of the charter commission and of the elec-
tors who voted thereon that such unconstitutionality or illegality
shall not affect the validity of any other part of this charter ex-
cept that specifically affected by such holding.

Amendments: 2

Section 9.8. This charter may be amended at any time in the
manner provided in Act No. 279 of the Public Acts of 1909, as
amended. Should two (2) or more amendments, adopted at the
same election, have conflicting provisions, the one receiving the
largest affirmative vote shall prevail as to those provisions.

SCHEDULE
Election on Charter:

Section 1. This charter shall be submitted to a vote of the
electors of the City of Vassar for adoption at a special city elec-
tion to be held on Monday, February 19, 1945. In connection with
such election the Village Clerk shall perform all of the duties of the
City Clerk in conducting city elections and registrations therefor,
by the provisions of this charter and by state law. The registration
lists of the Village of Vassar shall be the registration lists for such
election. The last day for the registration of electors for such elec-
tion shall be Saturday, February 17, 1945. The Charter Commission
shall be the election commission for such special election upon the
adoption of this charter and for the election of the first elective
officers of the city. Proper and sufficient notice of registration and
of such special election shall be given by the said Village Clerk by
publication and posting in the manner prescribed by law. If at said
election a majority of the electors shall vote in favor of the adop-
tion of this charter, then the said Clerk, and this Charter Commis-
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sion, shall perform all other acts required by law to carry this
charter into effect,
Form of Ballot:

Section 2. The form of the ballot on submission of this charter
shall be as follows:

! (Proper Instructions)

“Shall the proposed charter of the City of Vassar
framed by the Charter Commission which was elected on
September 18, 1944, and which has been approved by the
Governor of the State of Michigan, be adopted?”

O Yes
[0 No
First Election of Officers:

Section 3. At the election upon the adoption of this charter, the
first elective officers of the city under this charter, viz: a Mayor,
who shall be a Councilman, four Councilmen, a Justice of the Peace, an
Associate Justice of the Peace, and a Constable shall be elected. The
candidate for the office of Councilman who receives the highest
number of votes at such election shall be the first Mayor of the
city, all provisions of this charter to the contrary notwithstanding,
and shall serve in such capacity for a term of one (1) year. The
nomination and election of such first elective officers shall be con-
‘ducted, as nearly as may be, in the manner prescribed for the elec-
tion of officers in this charter, and candidates therefor shall be
nominated by the filing of petitions, signed by not less- than twenty-
five nor more than fifty of the qualified electors of such city and
filed with the Clerk of this Charter Commission not later than
twelve o'clock noon on Saturday, February 3, 1945, Central War
Time. :

The Charter Commission shall canvass the vote on the adoption
of the charter and the election of the first elective officers there-
under and determine the result of the vote at such election in each
case at a meeting of the Charter Commission to be held at 7:00
o'clock, p.m., Wednesday, February 21, 1945,

First Meeting of First City Officers:

Section 4. The Council first elected under this charter shall
assemble at 8:00 o’clock p.m., Central War Time, on the 26th day
of February, 1945, The meeting shall be called to order by the
chairman of the Charter Commission. At this meeting each elective
officer of the city shall take and subscribe to his oath of office and
shall thereupon be qualified for the office to which he was elected
and shall assume the duties of such office. At the time the elective
officers of the City of Vassar assume the duties of the offices to
which they were elected as herein required, the Village Council
having control of the city shall cease to be and the office of each
and every member thereof, and of all other officers of the village
shall terminate, and the control of such former Village Council over
the territory which formerly was the village, and of the offices of
the Township of Vassar over that part of the township included
within the city shall cease and be superseded by that of the City
of Vassar., :

At the time of such first meeting of the new City Council, all
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rights, assets, obligations and liabilities of the former Village of
Vassar and the officers thereof shall automatically become the
rights, assets, obligations and liabilities\ of the City of Vassar and
the officers thereof; and the rights and powers of the Township of
Vassar and of the officers thereof over that part of the Township
of Vassar included within the City of Vassar cease and the assets
and liabilities of said Township shall be divided and apportioned
between the city and the township in accordance with the provisions
of state law.

Terms of Office of First City Officers Elected:

Section 5. The term of office of each officer of the city elected
at such election shall commence on and date from the 26th day of
February, 1945, and each such officer shall hold the office for the
terms therein designated and until his successor has been elected
and has qualified for the office in accordance with the provisions of
this charter. The three (3) Councilmen receiving the lesser number
of votes, and the Constable elected at such election shall hold office
until the election and qualification of their successors following the
regular city election held in April, 1946. The two (2) Councilmen,
including the person elected to the office of Mayor, receiving the
highest number of votes, and the Associate Justice of the Peace
shall hold office until the election and qualification of their success-
ors following the regular city election held in April, 1947. The Jus-
tice of the Peace shall hold office until the election and qualifica-
tion of his successor following the regular city election held in
April, 1949. Thereafter the successors of all such officers shall be
elected at the regular city elections provided for by this charter,
and shall hold office for the terms established thereby.

First Administrative Officers of the City:

Section 6. At such meeting, or as soon thereafter as may be,
the Village Clerk, Treasurer, Assessor, and other of the administra-
tive officers of the Village as the Council shall deem necessary for
the functioning of the city government until a City Manager has
been appointed and has assumed the duties of his office shall qual-
ify for and assume the duties of Clerk, Treasurer, Assessor, and
other offices and duties in the city government comparable to those
held by them in the Village government or to which they are
assigned by the Council. In the discretion of the Council, the holder
of one of such offices or any qualified elector of the city may be
made acting City Manager. Each such appointive officer shall hold
his office subject to the provisions of this charter.

Status of Schedule Chapter:

Section 7. The purpose of this schedule chapter is to inaugurate
the government of the City of Vassar under this charter and it shall
constitute a part of this charter only to the extent and for the time
required to accomplish that end.

RESOLUTION BY ADOPTION
At a meeting of the Charter Commission of the City of Vassar
held January 22, 1945, the following resolution was offered by

Commissioner Priestley and seconded by Commissioner Deedrick.
RESOLVED, That the Charter Commission of the City of Vas-
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sar does hereby adopt the foregoing proposed city charter and the
clerk of this commission is hereby instructed to transmit the same
to the Governor of the State of Michigan, in accordance with the
provisions of the statute, for his approval.

The vote on the adoption of said resolution was as follows:

Ayes: Commissioners Deedrick, Freeland, Lee, Priestley, Row-
land, Walton, Waterman, Willis and Waterhouse.

Nayes: None.

Absent: None.
Signed—
GEORGE F. CHILDS,
Clerk of the Charter Commission
of the City of Vassar.
Countersigned by the following Commissioners:
Signed:
C. J. DEEDRICK
DR. WARD C. FREELAND
LEMUEL LEE
KENNETH H. PRIESTLEY
HARRY E, ROWLAND
LEWIS WALTON
FLOYD G. WATERMAN
MARGRET Y. SMITH WILLIS
ARTHUR J. WATERHOUSE, Chairman
All of the commissioners having attested as to said resolution as
above and also having attested the copy to be signed by the Gover-
nor, the meeting adjourned, subject to the call of the chairman.

STATE OF MICHIGAN:
:SS
COUNTY OF TUSCOLA:

George F. Childs, Village Clerk and clerk of the charter com-
mission of the City of Vassar, being duly sworn, says that at an
election duly called and held in the Village of Vassar, on the 18th
day of September, 1944, the following named persons were duly
elected as a commission to frame a charter for the City of Vassar,
namely: Clarence Deedrick, Dr. Ward C. Freeland, Lemuel Lee,
Kenneth Priestley, Harry Rowland, Lewis Walton, Arthur Water-
house, Floyd Waterman, and Margaret Y. Smith Willis: Davis
Wightman did resign from the office to which he was elected and
Floyd G. Waterman was appointed by the Charter Commission to
fill the vacancy:—and that the annexed and foregoing charter was
duly framed and adopted by said charter commission by the fore-
going resolution which is a true and correct copy thereof, and that
the said charter commission directed that said charter be presented
to the electors of the City of Vassar in accordance with the re-
quirements of the laws of the State of Michigan which provide
therefor.

GEORGE F. CHILDS,
Village Clerk and Clerk of the Charter
Commission of the City of Vassar
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Date: January 22, 1945
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 22nd day of January,
1945,
(SEAL) FRANK B. TINGLAN
Notary Public, Tuscola County, Michigan
My commission expires November 17, 1948
I do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true copy
of the proposed charter of the City of Vassar which has this day
been approved by the charter commission of the City of Vassar.
Dated: January 22, 1945
Signed—
GEORGE F. CHILDS,
Clerk of the Charter Commission
of the City of Vassar
I do hereby approve the above and foregoing charter of the
City of Vassar.
Dated: January 23, 1945
HARRY F. KELLY
Governor of the State of Michigan



